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Ahmedabad/Pune:Political
leaders in Pune asking the
state government to imple-
ment the Gujarat model to get
illegal constructions legal-
ised could do well by first visit-
ing Ahmedabad to see how the
model has failed to curb the
growth of illegal buildings.

The Gujarat Regularisa-
tion of Unauthorised Devel-
opment Act came into effect in
2011 and the state government
started enforcing it in 2012.
Two years later, the new law
hasn’t changed the demand-
supply balance of illegal
buildings, a visit to Ahmeda-
bad revealed.

The market for such build-
ings is still a strong one. Driv-
ing an autorickshaw for 10
years in Ahmedabad, Dash-
rath is now looking for a one-
room, kitchen accommoda-
tion in this city. He had mi-
grated from rural Gujarat and
wants to stay back in Ahmeda-
bad, but has not been able to
find a house that he can afford.
Now he plans to invest in an il-
legal building coming up on
the banks of Sabarmati. “It is
illegal, but I am confident it
will become legal some day,”
he said confidently, pointing
out how the government is ex-
tending the deadline to legal-
ise constructions under the
new law. “There are hundreds
of constructions coming up in
Ahmedabad and its fringes
that are illegal, but affordable.
The government will legalise
them in the future,” he added.

Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) records
reveal that over 4,000 unau-
thorised constructions came
up in the city after the act to
regularise them was passed in
2011. “There have been in-
stances where politicians

have even assured people of no
action against their illegal
constructions,” said R S Meh-
ta, a senior citizen, citing the
example of a senior politician
who suggested to people to not
declare their entire property
as illegal, but only a part of it.
“The minister even said there
would be no checks as there
was a paucity of staff,” he
said.

Like in Pune, illegal hous-
ing in Ahmedabad has found
the support of local politic-

ians. Lack of affordable hous-
ing options has fuelled the de-
mand and people have little
faith in the Gujarat Housing
Board. In a recent case, a con-
sumer court here ordered the
board to return the deposit
amount one Prakash Modi
had paid nearly 15 years ago.

“People will continue to
construct and buy illegal
houses. Nobody is happy to
buy a flat in an illegal build-
ing, but then there is no
choice,” said a senior citizen,

ral offerings, plastic bags and
patches of moss floating on it.

Activists and experts fear
a similar model implemented
in Maharashtra could create
many problems. A former se-
nior bureaucrat with the
Maharashtra Urban Develop-
ment Department said, “Le-
galisation of illegal structur-
es sets a precedent. The
government might announce
cutoff dates to legalise struc-
tures, but then in reality the
deadline is always extended to
suit politicians. During slum
regularisation in Maharash-
tra, there was tremendous
pressure on us to agree to the
government’s decision to ex-
tend the date to regularise
slums ahead of polls. Many of
us urged the government that
the decision would prove di-
sastrous and encourage more
slums. But political gain is
priority,” he said.

Pune-based activist Satish
Khot said that regularising il-
legal constructions could lead
to the government and the civ-
ic body shirking responsibili-
ty. “In Pune city, big malls and
complexes have openly violat-
ed Development Control (DC)
rules. Regularising illegal
work by imposing a fee is not
an answer to the problem,”
said Khot.

Major Gen S C N Jatar of
Nagrik Chetana Manch said
the issue needs to be dealt
with humanely as it involves
the poor and lower income
group families, but officers
who approved and ignored
such illegal constructions
should be brought to task.

For now, populist state-
ments of politicians have
found support on ground. “We
don’t know what will happen
in the future. But as of now we
are assured that our houses
will be protected. If these ille-
gal constructions were not
here, we would have lived in
slums. And we would contin-
ue to support leaders who pro-
tect our houses,” says asks Sa-
tyashila Kumbhar, a resident
of Dhankawadi in Pune.

It is this support that has
Pune politicians and newly
elected MLAs seek the Guja-
rat model and they will push
for a similar legislation in the
forthcoming state assembly
session.

who lives in one of the many
dilapidated buildings that
face Gujarat government’s
showcase project – the River-
front in Usmanpura – where
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese president
Xi Jinping recently enjoyed a
riverside garden walk. The
Riverfront boasts of some of
the best projects of Gujarat
government, but old dilapi-
dated structures continue to
peep from both sides of the Sa-
barmati river, which has flo-
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The unchecked growth of illegal and unsafe buildings on the 
city’s fringes has claimed 45 lives in the last five years, but 

‘cheap’ housing here continue to attract people who cannot afford 
to live in the city. Easy approvals have only fuelled constructions. At 
risk are lives and Pune’s natural cover with buildings coming up on 
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COMMON GROUND 
ä The nexus between 
the builders and the land 
mafias is common in both 
Pune and Ahmedabad
ä Officials in both cities have 

allowed such constructions 

ä In both cities, developers 
speak of good profit margin 

in illegal building business 

ä In Ahmedabad, crime 

branch has found a hawala 
connection to this business 

ä In Pune rural, land grab 
cases came into limelight in 
recent years

ACT IMPACT

ASC bench of Justices G S Singhvi and C K Prasad,
while hearing a case on rapidly growing educa-

tional institutes, said, “Once you start compromis-
ing, it is like regularising illegal construction.”

äGujarat model has failed to curb illegal 
buildings

äGujarat government started a drive 
to legalise illegal structures, but new 
structures continued to come up

äCitizens say the government should 
continue to legalise illegal structures after 
every few years

äThere are an estimated 25,000 properties in 
Ahmedabad that have violated many norms 

äCivic authorities say that these structures 
cannot be regularised as per the law

äBut local politicians are now demanding 
that Gujarat state should intervene and save 
these properties

ä In some areas, politicians have assured 
people of no impact on their properties ir-
respective of what the law states

ILLEGAL REALTY

Dilapidated buildings have not been 
redeveloped and illegal constructions continue 
to come up despite new law in Gujarat
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Despite new rule, illegal realty
continues to grow in Gujarat 

Pune: Puppets bring to mind
string-attached dolls in col-
ourful costumes enacting
folklore against changing
backdrops. They once held
sway over an audience that
appreciated their entertain-
ment value. 

The dolls, now look differ-
ent and are more relevant to
make the connect. Clad in
spotless white khadi kurta,
and with a broom in hand —
‘Mr Clean’ speaks to the audi-
ence in big cities like Mumbai
about a mission — Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
“Swachh Bharat” dream.

Puppets are no longer
child's play. Although the art
form goes back in history and
has been part of theatre, vet-
eran puppetarians are now
using the medium in innova-
tive ways — in education and
social work.

“Puppetry should be pro-
moted to talk about social is-
sues,” says Meena Naik, a se-
nior fellow of the department
of culture, ministry of hu-
man resource development.
Having used a hand-puppet to
anchor a programme for
Doordarshan in 1975, Naik re-
alized the impact of the dolls.
She went on to create plays
using shadow puppets
around social themes like –
child sexual abuse and child
rights.

Naik shares that she also
used puppets effectively as
therapy for child-victims of
the Gujarat riots. She is now
working for the ‘Swachh Bha-
rat Abhiyan’, using puppets
to put across her point and
has written a book – ‘Hand-
book of Puppetry’ for those
who wish to learn the art.

An old man with a grey
moustache, a woman in a Ra-
jasthani attire, a bespecta-
cled grandma and a puppy
talk and move at Rajnana Ka-
nitkar’s commands. Kanit-
kar has used these puppets at
her NGO People’s Universal
Popular Puppetry Education-
al Theatre (The Puppet). Set
up with her late husband, He-
mant Kanitkar, the NGO be-
gan with plays based on is-
sues ailing the country at the
time. A fellow with the Union

ministry of culture, Kanit-
kar explains that people do
not find puppets intimidating
or offensive, hence messages
which cannot be said directly
to the audience can be effec-
tively put across through a
play with puppets as the ac-
tors. “In many cases, it proves
to be more effective than
street plays and enables a
two-way communication.”

Kanitkar has been using
puppets for more than 30
years to reach out to rural
masses, explaining complex
social issues
such as su-
perstition,
child mar-
riage and sex
education.

Padmini Rangarajan,
founder-director of Sphoor-
thi Theatre, is a veteran
teacher and came up with the
idea of using puppets in edu-
cation after she found it to be
very effective in teaching spo-
ken English and grammar.

“I now use puppets to
teach children subjects like
mathematics, English, sci-
ence and social science and
see a remarkable improve-
ment and response in the chil-
dren,” she says. An establish-
ed name, she now delves in
‘educational puppetry’ and
coaches aspiring theatre ac-

tors, teachers, young moth-
ers and even corporate em-
ployees using puppets. The
most common method at
Sphoorthi is representing
folk stories to impart life
skills, managerial skills and
even soft skills.

Sandhya Kalkunde, a par-
ent of an autistic child, says
she cannot stress enough the
relevance of puppetry when
it comes to getting through to
special children. “I used this
medium to explain my son a
lot of concepts of daily life, as

he connected
to these pup-
pets of his fa-
vourite ani-
mals.”

The fact
that puppets are beginning to
be taken seriously is proved
by the inauguration of a
puppetry course at the Uni-
versity of Mumbai recently. It
is the only such course in In-
dia, and Naik, the mind be-
hind this course, says that
“more universities need to in-
troduce puppeteering in
their curriculum. Once
trained, people will start us-
ing it to simplify and put
across messages more effec-
tively across all avenues.”

Although a puppet per-
formance requires making
the puppets, writing the

scripts, and performing with
appropriate dialogue, puppe-
tarians say that the skill can
be easily learnt by anyone.
“Everyone is a performer and
any object in which we
breathe life by movement and
dialogue is a puppet,” says
Sangya Ojha, of The Puppe-
tarians, which she co-found-
ed with Hashim Haider. 

Ojha and Haider had
worked on Sesame Street’s In-
dia version — Galli Galli Sim
Sim, in which Ojha played
Aanchoo and Elmo and Haid-
er played the Bollywood
Dude.

“There is a mind block in
our country that this art form
is just for entertainment.
What is needed for puppetry
to flourish is for all artistes
and puppeteers to come to-
gether and impart the skill to
people like teachers, parents,
heads of learning centres, so
that it can proliferate,” says
Ojha.

And at the end of the day,
puppets are universally relat-
able; they can be anyone, any-
where at any time.“Puppets
rise above caste, creed, reli-
gion and are seen to fulfill
communication gaps,” says
Mrudula Kelkar, who has per-
formed almost 20,000 puppet
shows through her NGO
Friends Puppet Theatre.

Meenakshi.Rohatgi
@timesgroup.com

MAHARASHTRA'S 
OWN DOLLS

VARIETY ADDS SPICE
m The differences exist not 
only in names, but also in form, 
structure, manipulation and 
presentation techniques

m Puppets can be made from 
waste material, cloth pieces, 
thermocol or other packing 
material, socks and papier 
mache

ä String puppets are popularly 
known as ‘katputli’ in India

ä Shadow puppets

ä Rod puppets/wire puppets

ä Finger puppets

ä Glove puppets

ä Life-size puppets are called 
muppets

Children are smarter and more aware. Although there is a slight change
 in attitudes, the art requires a little more push for better proliferation 

                                                                                    — Mrudula Kelkar | FRIENDS PUPPET THEATRE

ä ‘Kalasutri Bahulya’ which is 
string puppetry and 
‘Chamadyache Bahulya’, which 
is shadow puppetry

ä ‘Kalasutri Bahulya’ are small 
puppets without legs. Themes 
or episodes from Ramayana 
ara narrated through folk 
tunes using these puppets

ä ‘Chamadyache Bahulya’ are 
shadow puppets and do not 
have jointed limbs. They are 
delicately coloured with 
vegetable dyes. Episodes 
from Ramayana are narrated 
using folk tunes

Sphoorthi Theatre director Padmini 
R during a class and (below) 
Ranjana Kanitkar with her puppets
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Sukhakarta Sanskritik
Prathisthan will hold a mu-

sical and cul-
tural pro-
gramme,
which will in-
clude a tabla so-
lo by Avinash
Patil. This will

be followed by Banda Joshi's
fun programme titled ‘Hasya-
panchami’.
Date: December 5
Time: 5pm
Venue: Annabhau Sathe
Sabhagraha, Bibvewadi,
Pune Satara Road

Bliss Art Gallery is holding
an exhibition of ribbon art,

a unique ribbon embroidery
show by Mohna Paranjpe. Par-
anjpe started ribbon embroide-
ry about eight years ago when a
friend lent her a book on basic
ribbon embroidery. And then
began the wonderful journey
of finding all the material lo-
cally and learning as well as
creating new designs. Gradual-
ly, she learnt to combine fabric
and ribbon painting along with
the embroidery to get better ef-
fects.
Date: On till December 13
Time: 9am to 6pm
Venue: Bliss Art Gallery, Ko-
regaon Park, North main
road, Lane-E

Shailesh Ankush and Kiran
Choudhary, both students

of Abhinav Kala Vidyalaya,
will hold an exhibition of
paintings.
Date: December 3 to 9
Time: 11am to 8pm
Venue: Darpan Art Gallery,
Kalachhaya, Patrakarna-
gar, off Senapati Bapat Road

Aditya Phadke's exhibition
of drawings, paintings,

portraits and figurative art is
being held in the city. He be-
lieves that every human face
has more to be discovered than
meets the eye.
Date: On Till December 2
Time: 11am to 8pm
Venue: Darpan Art Gallery,
Kalachhaya, Patrakarna-
gar, off Senapati Bapat Road

PUNE SPICE

Pune: The demerger of the
PMPML has become less like-
ly, with chief minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis stating earlier
this week that an IAS officer
would be appointed as the
chairman and managing di-
rector of the transport under-
taking and the Pune Munici-
pal Corporation (PMC)
sanctioning Rs 50 crore to the
company.

Seven NGOs working for
sustainable transport have
also opposed the demerger.

In January, the general
body of the PMC approved a
proposal to dissolve the
PMPML and recommended
that two separate undertak-
ings — Pune Municipal
Transport (PMT) and Pimpri
Chinchwad Municipal
Transport (PCMT) — be
formed. The PMC had for-
warded the proposal to the
state government for its ap-
proval. However, last Monday,
corporators sanctioned Rs 50
crore to the PMPML, while
setting conditions for its im-
provement. 

Earlier this month, a large
section of corporators from
the Pimpri Chinchwad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (PCMC)
had said that they would also
seek a demerger of the
PMPML. Alleging that the
transport undertaking was
neglecting Pimpri Chinch-
wad, the corporators said
they would soon table a pro-
posal to this effect in the
PCMC general body. 

The PMPML was formed
eight years ago by merging
the erstwhile PMT and
PCMT. On Tuesday, Fadnavis,
who visited the city for the
first time after taking over as
chief minister, said that the
transport body will be re-
vamped and both PMC and
PCMC will support it. The
government will immediate-
ly appoint an IAS officer to
streamline the PMPML’s
functioning, he said, adding
that the government is also
planning an integrated traf-
fic master plan in consulta-
tion with the stakeholders. 

With the government say-
ing that PMPML will be re-

vamped, the proposal for its
split is likely to lose steam. 

Seven NGOs working for
sustainable public transport
have also strongly opposed
the proposal, saying that it is
illogical and not in the best in-
terests of the two cities. “The
main reason why the PMPML
has not been able to provide
the expected level of service
is that the municipal corpora-
tions and state government
have totally failed to support
it in terms of good manage-
ment, infrastructure and fi-
nance. The PMC and PCMC
have consistently starved
PMPML of funds, because of
which it has first been left lan-
guishing in a crippled state

and then dubbed a failure,”
said Prashant Inamdar of Pe-
destrians First.

The NGOs said that the
PMT and PCMT, which were
under the control of the two
corporations, had been utter
failures, leading to the forma-
tion of the PMPML. More-
over, the PMPML not only
covers the two cities but also
the entire metropolitan area,
including several fringe ar-
eas. Reverting to the failed
system will not serve any pur-
pose, they said.

In a petition submitted to
the chief minister, Pedestri-
ans First, Parisar, Save Pune
Traffic Movement, Nagrik
Chetana Manch, National So-
ciety for Clean Cities, PMP
Pravasi Manch and Sajag Na-
grik Manch have said the
PMPML can be improved if it
is provided with professional
management (a CMD, three
expert directors, managers)
and adequate funds from
PMC, PCMC and the state. 

Civic bodies
may not seek
PMPML split
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The main reason
why the PMPML has

not been able to provide
the expected level of ser-
vice is that the municipal 
corporations and state 
government have totally
failed to support it in terms
of good management, 
infrastructure and finance

Prashant Inamdar |
PEDESTRIANS FIRST

Sultans of string now champion
the cause of Swachh Bharat 


